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                         Landmine Monitor Report 2006: Toward a Mine-Free World


QUOTATIONS

General

· “Having the reality on the ground change is what we are aiming for.  When I say reality on the ground I’m talking about having the people who have to live in mined countries be able to walk without fear.”

– Ms. Jody Williams, ICBL Ambassador, 1997 Nobel Peace Co-Laureate

· “The mine problem has changed – improved – in many ways since I started working on the issue in the early 1990s.  Almost all the many previous producers and users of antipersonnel mines have stopped; last year only three countries – Burma, Nepal and Russia – continued using antipersonnel mines, as did some non-state armed groups.”

– Mr. Ian Doucet, Landmine Monitor Final Editor, Mines Action Canada
· “Even if more land has been demined this year than ever before this trend needs to be sustained for States Parties to live up to their legal obligations and commitments.  Families affected by landmines want to see words become reality; they want to walk, play and live without fear, once and for all.” 
– Ms. Sylvie Brigot, Executive Director, ICBL

Mine Ban Policy

· “Burma, Russia and Nepal all deserve to be condemned for their ongoing use of mines, although the ceasefire in Nepal in May 2006 has resulted in a code of conduct between the rebels and the government to no longer use mines.”

· “There are now 74 States Parties to the Mine Ban Treaty who have completed destruction of their stockpiled antipersonnel mines, including four in the last year.” 

· “There have been some impressive gains in the global effort to ban antipersonnel landmines during the past year.  There are now 151 States Parties to the Mine Ban Treaty.  Four more countries joined in the past year, and a number of others have started the ratification process, such as Poland and Indonesia.”

– Mr. Stephen Goose, Executive Director, Arms Division, Human Rights Watch

· “Few non-state armed groups have significant amounts of territory under their control, and fewer still are involved in mine action, with only the LTTE in Sri Lanka involved in substantial demining operations, in cooperation with specialist non-governmental organizations.” 
· “Some non-state armed groups, associated with a specific population, provide mobile or stationary medical clinics, hospitals, prosthetic facilities or other health infrastructure for mine victims, for example in Sri Lanka, were some victim assistance is provided by the LTTE-linked Tamil Rehabilitation Organization and White Pigeon.”
– Mr. Yeshua Moser-Puangsuwan, Non-State Armed Groups Editor, Mines Action Canada

Mine Action

· “2005 proved to be an exceptional year for humanitarian mine action.  A total of 740 km2 of land was demined, more than in any year since modern demining started in the late 1980s.  The statistics attest to the importance of area reduction, a process by which land that is believed to be contaminated is checked and identified as mine-free.  In 2005, area reduction accounted for more than half the total area demined.  This process accelerates the return of land to productive use and avoids the time and expense of demining.”

· “Mine action programs set a new record in 2006, but the challenge is whether this momentum can be sustained.  The 2005 results could not have been achieved without exceptional support from the international donors who finance this effort.”

– Mr. Nick Cumming-Bruce, Mine Action Editor, ICBL

· “For the first time, Landmine Monitor recorded mine risk education activities in China, while new projects and activities were recorded in 28 countries.”

· “Mine risk education saves lives, provided that it adequately responds to the needs of affected communities.  This is not always the case, unfortunately.”

– Mr. Stan Brabant, Head, Policy Unit, Handicap International

Landmine Casualties and Victim Assistance

· “The good news for mine survivors is that the scope and delivery of assistance, along with data collection, improved in some countries, particularly in States Parties that have developed specific, time-bound objectives to address their needs.  The bad news is that reported casualties increased by 11 percent in 2005.”
· “The main challenges to delivering effective and comprehensive survivor assistance fall mainly into three interrelated categories: capacity, funding, and data collection, which are most acute among Non-States Parties.  Both funding for and the capacity to implement programs remains insufficient, a situation compounded by a lack of accurate casualty data: underreporting of both new and old casualties continues to impact the ability of mine-affected countries to appropriately plan for, fund, and provide adequate assistance to survivors.”
· Mr. Hugh Hosman, Victim Assistance Editor, Handicap International
· “We know that last year at least 7,300 people became mine casualties – probably there were many more whose deaths or injuries were unrecorded in remote parts of the world.  And all those who survived the mine explosion add to the estimated 400,000 mine survivors in the world today who need long-term care and assistance – and need much more assistance than they have been getting.”

– Mr. Ian Doucet, Landmine Monitor Final Editor, Mines Action Canada
Mine Action Funding

· “Last year, some $376 million was given by international donors for mine action in mine-affected countries – that’s mine clearance, risk prevention, assistance to survivors of mine explosions and destruction of stockpiled antipersonnel mines.”

· “The problem is – it’s just not enough money to get the job done.  Mine-affected countries which have joined the Mine Ban Treaty have a legal obligation to clear all antipersonnel mines from minefields within 10 years.  For 29 mine-affected countries, that 10 year deadline falls in 2009 or 2010 – and many of them are simply not on track to meet that treaty obligation.  To get the job done, they need more funding and more resources, both from international donors and also from mine-affected countries themselves.”

– Mr. Ian Doucet, Landmine Monitor Final Editor, Mines Action Canada
